pendicular was determined from these measurements and then converted into degrees. Consequently, a high value in table 1 would indicate a greater amount of lodging than a low value.
The degree of lodging was significantly less in bottom defoliated cotton regardless of the method of leaf removal. The mean differences between the control and treatments (1) and (2), respectively, were 18 and 15 degrees. The mean difference of 3 degrees between the chemically defoliated and the "hand" defoliated plants was not significant. It would appear, therefore, that leaf removal per se, regardless of the method, is the determining factor in the reduction of lodging in bottom defoliated cotton.
Since the analysis of variance gave no significant treatment x variety interactions, it is concluded that the varieties responded in the same manner to the treatments. Bottom defoliation of rank cotton hastens the opening of mature bolls, reduces the possibility of boll rot, and also acts as a late season method of weed control, i.e., a substitute for a late cultivation. The reduced amount of lodging found in bottom defoliated cotton, which would facilitate mechanical harvesting, points up an advantage of bottom defoliation additional to those enumerated previo~sly.~
The data from this experiment indicate a need for further investigations to ascertain the reasons for a reduction in lodging occasioned by removal of the lower leaves. 
